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The second story, the one that really kicked off the legend, is told
by White as a description of the moment that set him on a new

career path. It happened when Buff showed up to one of the many
parties that White hosts as a master of ceremonies at the offices
of the Las Vegas Review-Journal. "There's a bell at the top of the
seventh inning of a ballgame, and you don't know when you're

going to hear it, but it always happens in the seventh inning. It's a
loop tape, and all of a sudden, out of the blue, you hear a bell

sound and it's Bruce Buffer. He was in the middle of the second
story, and he was telling a really great story." During the last

round of my visit, Bruce stood at the edge of the ring with Robbie
Lawler. There was no audience in the arena, and Bruce was a

fierce presence in the ring with 100 people watching. He'd told me
that this was his least favorite part of the job. "I like the pre-fight
chat, that's when I'm at my best," Bruce said, still in fighting trim.
"But this? No, no." Between rounds, Lawler pulled up with a pair of
new gloves, fit for someone whose job as the referee requires him
to be a little beefy, a lot dogged and an impossible 5,444 pounds.
Lawler was ready to fight, and they stood face-to-face, toe-to-toe.

He asked Bruce what he thought of him, what he'd like to hear
from him before the fight. Bruce thought it over. There was no

better person to help him decide. Max Holloway, who was fighting
Rory MacDonald, was mauled. He was robbed of a five-round

decision. That's how it went for so many fighters in the
featherweight division. The first round in a fight is always the

toughest. It's when you're not giving 100 percent. Your legs aren't
working right. You're wondering whether your cuts are too fresh,
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and you don't want to give too much, and then those questions
turn into distractions. You find yourself wondering what went

wrong, and that's the hardest part. The frustration comes from
wanting to fight, the gnawing feeling of needing to do something
to banish it. As Bruce has told many fighters, "It's just like when
you're going to a wedding and the groom doesn't show. You're

just devastated when you go to that wedding."
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But he took his next step by becoming a bartender, a steak-house
deliveryman and manager of an Elks lodge in early middle age,
and a year later, he started bartending again. "It was too late to

do anything else." With the nightlife scene in the big cities by that
point, it seemed a natural progression for him to follow. "I loved

that, and I loved the guys," he said. The parties were fun, but, not
surprisingly, Michael was not entirely satisfied with his work

situation. There was a need for a better opportunity, and he took
a shot at buying a bar on the Jersey Shore. He told me that's

where the story really gets good. In 2010, Michael purchased the
second-last bar in Asbury Park, a hole-in-the-wall in what then was

a part of the Jersey Shore that was unrecognizable from its pre-
Superstorm rougher-edged incarnation. He hired a crew to gut
and rebuild the little bar himself, and he decked it out with tin
ceilings, orange barstools and black tables, and he threw in a

jukebox of his favorite tunes. In 2011, Michael took the bar down
to the southern end of the Jersey Shore, in Seaside Heights, a
rental property that once housed the Copacabana Room and

where the bar he'd later name "Fire House No. 7" had once stood.
"That's where we stopped at and said, 'We could have something,'

" he said. As Bruce's attempts to go back into broadcasting
earned more calls, he also got the chance to talk directly to some
of his children. Michael and Joe both dropped by his house, and
there was plenty to talk about. The brothers had long thought of
Bruce Buffer as being older than them, and they shared some of
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the immediate impacts that the coronavirus had on his family. The
ones that stood out most was Joe's recovery. He hadn't been sick,

and when he was diagnosed with it, he was in good spirits and
very strong. Michael didn't have to take a test, so he just went to
work, and when he got the coronavirus, he got sick and had to go

home. This was the first time he felt down about it. Bruce's
mother passed away, and it was a way for Michael to understand
her, too. Then his dad died, but in a different way. It was the day
after Joe's dad died that Bruce got a chance to call Joe, and the
two talked for 15 or 20 minutes. Michael later said, "That was

good for me. I'm glad we did that."" 5ec8ef588b
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