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in the early seventies, furys creative problems were solved when he hooked up with guitarist rich stephens, whom he had known from huntington high school. by that time, the band was called the poco (while furry continued to call it the furs). stephens was as committed to the poco project as furry was and spent the next seven years perfecting the band.
much of what furys fans know as country rock and the sound he helped create has been attributed to stephens. furys prime years as a solo artist were from 1972 to 1980. furys talents were highlighted in his solo albums, including the album crazy eyes, a critical landmark for country rock. it was one of the earliest country-rock albums and is based on the
combined talents of furys growing mastery as a songwriter and his finesse as a vocalist. the album was recorded with the la strings which furys long-time producer, joe wissert, had written into the budget. this was furys first album after years of airplay on folk radio stations. the album proved to be furys most successful album. still, his next solo album, born
to sell, was the lowest charting album ever by a u.s. country musician when it was released in 1977. his next album, travelin, was not as successful. but furrys artistic goal was evolving toward the realm of pop ballads and he had his eyes set on the north. with an eclectic taste in music, poco's live shows are as entertaining and fun as its songs, where they
do not destroy themselves trying to be all things to all people, but retain a strong identifiable musical style that has made them a fan favorite over the past four decades. the band is still together, with two original members, richie furay and rusty young, and two former members, jim messina and timothy b. schmit. messina left in 1973, the same year as
richie furay. timothy b. schmit was replaced by michael greif. greif had formerly played with james taylor and david boxer replaced gregg. boxer then went on to play with nils lofgren, and gregg has continued to play in various bands. in 1992, current drummer chuck pyle joined.
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