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Biblical names. Among the most noted are Quicksand, Hell's
Backbone, Soda Lake, Dead Horse, Despair, Cato's Seat, Sand
Mountain, Hell-A, and Skirmish Hill. The alkalai forecloses
exploring this list... Most of these names are shared with the
trails, owing to the lay of the land and the adventures
associated with them. Making the turn toward the Rockies on
day 18, I start to notice the similarity in the scenery to my
hometown in Pennsylvania. I read that, in the past, the
western portions of the Oregon Trail were actually along the
northern Appalachians, so I take the chance to begin collecting
the precious matchsticks that will light my next hearth. Well,
technically they'll be matchsticks, but that's a story for another
time. The more inhospitable areas of the Rockies are a shock.
The first of these are the giant spider webs and the dung
beetles, who leave their massive piles of excrement at the side
of the trail. Then, they get into my wagon and start damaging
the interior! I'm starting to wonder why I chose this path so
early. A fellow wagon traveler assures me that she's heard that
the early pioneers actually used molasses as a form of
currency, so I put down my beer to buy some of that and
quickly discover that it's much more expensive than just food
or wagon repairs. In fact, it's so expensive that the second I
get it home, I decide to sell it and buy food. By the time I reach
Portland, Oregon, I can afford to buy a chicken, some apples,
salt and pepper -- and all of a sudden my wagon begins
running so smoothly I can follow in the tracks of the wagon
ahead of me, leaving a trail of droppings behind.
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