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biography of the last emperor, Alfred Hack, the historian Joachim Fest describes Joseph
IT and his epoch. It was a scarcely believable epoch. The emperor tried to push back the
boundary of Enlightenment to catch up the magnificent time. He initiated the
establishment of the University of Vienna, and a few years later he established the first
Academy of sciences in Europe (today's Academy of Sciences in Vienna), and the first
public system of public schools. Joseph II as political educator and basic organizer of
the culture of his time is only recently being recognized in the scientific community.
The Josephine Academy of sciences of Vienna will celebrate for the first time its
bicentennial in 2018, one year before the 100 years of its foundation. The anniversary
committee of the academy has selected a special subject. The anniversary talks are to be
delivered by critical historians, or in humanities disciplines, well-researched biographers
and cultural journalists. All of them represent a pioneering spirit, i.e. they make a
significant contribution to the political history of their time. In the weeks before the
anniversary of the Academy of Sciences of Vienna, the long-awaited “Research Papers
in the History of Sciences and Humanities” journal appeared. It is the result of an
intense consultation process among eight renowned historians and scientists for the
choice of topics. One of the topics is science and technology in the Imperial Court of
Joseph II — the first emperor in modern Europe to gather in one place the high court
nobility and all the artistic culture of the time. The writing of the Research Papers is to
be entrusted to the internationally recognized expert in the field, Dr. Manfred Broger.
The “Research Papers” journal will appear as a
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